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NEW Pﬂﬂﬂm

Robots in the Ring

N.EH' —I-ECH

In"Battle of the Robots,” mechanized combatants

square up and slug it out.

by Schu Sugawara

n the world ol scence fiction,

letting robots deo the dirty

work of ighting has long been
a familiar theme Now, with the
“Hattie of the Robots™ competition.
held i August this year in Kawa-
saki, mear Tokyo, scence [act
suddenly starts looking a kot like
sclence fiction.

Battle of the Robots was the

robot suma—with androids grap-
pling in a ring until one ks pushed
ot o forced to the ground—has
been arcund for some time in

3 \ . I
The wictor snd his maker isbovel, and twe of the
mechanical contestants hard ot it tright}

be more than 25 centimeters wide
or 30 centimeters long. The mbats
akso had 1o weigh in at under 2.5

Miiograms. But apart from these

regulstions and a lew others con-

CErning gears and remote cone

trols. all clse was permissible. All

the robots use the same motan
which are given out by the con
test organiners.

Of the 45 entries. 43 qualified
Thiree robots were mefused entry

bocause they tipped the scales

at over 15 kilos When their ownems
pleaded with judges to be allowed
fo ke part amyway. the requests

fell upon deal ears. As Professor
Sato commented. “In building

o robot, you have to start with a
basic design. I that design is

lapan. the mborsmimo wieithen
all move about on wheels. The
light-heaned Kawasaki contes
was the first to require that the
contestants have functional arms
and legs

The contest was devised by
Abdra Sato, asskstant professor of
robot technology at the Shibaura
Institute of Technology in Tokya

lundamentally faw

ed, all subsequent

calculations will be distorted™
T barsic designas figured

mast strongly in the fighting: a
centipede type, bristling with legs
o prowide swbility, which pushes
Its opponent 10 the ropes. and a
beetle type. able to scurry and
dodge underneath its opponent
and so upend it A unique rolat
designed by a Komatsy Manulac
Puring team also racked up quite
o Tew viciories with its Ingenious
technique of unfurling wings o
throw ower K5 opponent

Making a lighting robot i mot
such an expenshee busiress. The
avernge cos in the Kaasmald congesy
wis between 12000 and 73,000

promote industry o well as
stimulate young people's intersse
I mechanical engineering.
compaters and related felde

Qut for the
Digital Count

The contest rules were estabr
lished by a committes of city
olficials and members of the
Sangyo Developenent Foundaition,
Thee rules called for the bouts o
bz held in & 180-centimeter-squame
ring. with lour humps built into
the surface as obstaces to trip
up the fighting robots. The victsr
wars the robot that was
able to cverturn its

for & cownt of three
The comemities’s con-
sruction criteria were
sienpde. The nobsots
eould be of any height,
though they could nat

In the linal round. two well-
maiched beetle-type roboti—
froem okyo Municpal industrial
High School and Tokyo Electron-
= Systems—wene pitted agadnst
each other. After two draws, the
Tokyo Blectronics Systems robot
finally held s opponent agains
the ropes for the hall count and
with that took asay the ¥300.000
grand prize.

lapans first Batile of the Bobots
at Kanvasakl atiracted more than
300 spectators. After the sucoess
of the firt contest. boums between
rohat wresthers kok lke becom-
ing masre popular events on the
altermative sports calendar W
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